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INTRODUCTION 


All true prophets have a message, and the writer of this 
booklet surely nas one. His words burn like fire and drive 
like thunderbolts. They strike with the swiftness and accuracy 
of a falling sword and arc not protended to serve as a balm, 
rhere is nothing vague about this man’s messago. It is clearly 
told, just as he intended it to be. The contents herein were not 
hastily written, nor are they to be interpreted to have come 
about because of personal injury, for the issue here is not with 
individuals but with a system—not with personalities, but with 
religious politics. This booklet is the result of extensive re¬ 
search and the writer is compelled to share the findings with 
each of us. It is simply a story that he must tell. In part, it is 
a story that many have not dared to mention except in under¬ 
tones, and then again, this is a story that has never fully been 
told. At last, here is the truth. 

These pages had to be written because church evils feed 
on silence and grow in secret. Today a minister is frowned 
upon when he walks too close to the secret and forbidden 
chambers of religious inconsistency and makes inquiry. Should 
he pause long enough to look down the dim and winding halls 
of apparent inequities, fearful anathemas arc pronounced upon 
Ins head lest he feel constrained to disclose his observations. 
In an hour when many choose to look the other wav or arc 
occupied with other interests, it is time for an Ezekiel to "dig 
in the wall” and tell it like it is. Because of the flabbiness of 
modern preaching and the fearful attitude of many, it remains 
that someone unmask the devices of the adversary, whether 
they be in high places or in low. It is time that someone sound 
a warning note on the Gospel trumpet, strong and clear. The 
minister who merely endorses the status quo, who will not 
"prove all things”, by the Word of God, is not only unworthy of 
the high calling but has failed to fully follow the Christ who 
called the religious leaders of Ills day "whited sepulchres", and 
Who drove the money changers from the temple. 

This booklet will no doubt be an eye opener to many and 
since truth is not always a welcome guest, some will react to it 
as the men on Mars’ Hill did to Paul’s sermon: "Some mocked: 
and others said. 'We will hear thee again of this ipatlt? )\ o 
Howbeit certain men . . believed." Telling the truth is not an' 
easy task. Christ did. and they sought to destroy‘Him. Paul 
did. and they plotted against him. And so it has ever ibqcn.* 
Truth usually has to climb high and forbidding mountains-^, 
often unaided. It is so unfair when the fires of dedication are' 
wet-blanketed by unspiritnal reasoners who stand to lose much 



from truth proclaimers, but this has always been the price to 
pay. 

The issue here is not with individuals, right or wrong 
for there arc many good men, noble and dedicated to botn 
principle and creed, who feel they are rendering service to God 
by placing their endorsement on what their organization does 
The issue is not altogether with organizations, for we all aereo 
that men can profit by a system of working together, but when 
we suddenly realize that we have given birth to a system that 
engulfs and imprisons some men and leaves others scarred and 
maimed, it is time to hear the writer’s message. It has dis 
turbed me and I trust that it will disturb you. I fear unless 
this happens—unless God can reach across our organizational 
barriers and entrenchments and touch us with truth once more 
many will be destroyed for the lack of knowledge. ’ 

While I am painfully aware that my introduction does 
not contribute much to the pages that follow, I am grateful to 
offer my endorsement to this booklet. 

Carl. J. Ballestero 
South Bend, Indiana 
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"THE SHADOW OF THE BRAMBLE" 

By Murray E. Burr 
(The Story that has never been told) 


TEXT: Judges 9:8-15 

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a King over 
them; and they said unto the olive tree i Reign thou over us. But 
the olive tree said unto them/ should I leave my fatness where¬ 
with by me they honor God and man and go to be promoted over 
the trees? 

And the trees said to the fig tree, come thou and Reign 
over us. But the fig tree said unto them should I forsake my 
sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the 
trees? 


Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou and Reign 
over us. And the Vine said unto them, should I leave my wine, 

which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the 
trees? 

Then said the trees unto the Bramble (Briar) come thou 
and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the trees, if in 
truth ye anoint me King over you, then come and put your trust 
in my shadow; and if not, let fire come out of the bramble and 
devour the cedars of Lebanon. 

Striking and strange are the parallels between Judges 
9:8-15 and the sordid, distasteful story of polities in the Pente¬ 
costal Movement. Permit me to point some of them out to you. 

.. %““ A Penetrating analysis of the scriptures will disclose 

the illegitimacy over-shadowing the birth of Abimelech. He was 
the son of Gideon by one of his maid-servants. Politics in the 
* Tv?? tal Movement is also illegitimate. God is not the father 
of Politics. The Maid-servant was a Bond-woman. Politics is 
leading both preachers and churches into bondage. 

ir- . (2).-—God expressly stated that it was not his will for a 
^ngt° rule in Israel. Hence Abimelech was a usurper. Politics 
and the Politico-Episcopal system that has commandeered (which 
means to take by force) the Pentecostal movement is also a 
usurper. It has neither Scriptural authority nor Apostolic 
precedent. 

__ (3).—To promote his bid for power, Abimelech received 
70 pieces of silver from the Pagan (idol) temple of Baal-Berith. 
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Much of the Politico-Episcopal system that has commandeered 
the Pentecostal Movement is pagan, having been borrowed from 
Rome. We shall prove this beyond question later in this article. 


(4)._To put down threats to his illegitimate throne and 
maintain lus usurped authority, Abimelech destroyed 68 of his 
aclual blood brothers. Had God ordained a King in Israel any 
of these men would have had much more of a right to rule’than 
he. Only heaven has krol a record of the number of souls de¬ 
stroyed by politics. If Wild-fire h as slain her thousands. Politics 
has slam her ten thousands . - 1 - 

W nc °* Abimelech (and note please) 

was forced to become a fugitive and took his life in his own 
hands when he sought to warn the people of the perverted 
nvmTrJta s King-ship. Excommunication awaits the 

Wh °i d A r , es spea * c out 311(1 expose the evils of poliUcs 
m the Pentecostal Movement. r 


( , 6) 77 When one ’ s eyes are actually opened to the fact that 
°l* lces are unscriptural, it is hard to visualize a preach¬ 
er of the Gospel leaving the sweetness and fatness and fruitful¬ 
ness and joy of an anointed God-called ministry for a question- 
able position of Lordship over the body or church. If the gifts 
and callings of God are without repentance then I can find no 
place where a minister of the Gospel would be justified in leav¬ 
ing the ministry for an administrative position. I can easily 
see why such men lose the touch and anointing of the Holy Ghost 

in their lives and become cold, hard, ruthless, driving, party 
men. 


(7) .—In the Bible, Brambles or (BRIARS OR BOX- 
THORNS) are invariably associated with the curse of God; 
Worthless, space consuming parasites that deplete and exploit 
the land of its strength and leave nothing in return but blight 
and waste and barren ness. POLITICS IS ALSO A PARASITE. 
I do not hesitate in saying that Politics has become the greatest 
curse in the Pentecostal movement. Nothing is doing more to 
divide the body of Christ and break fellowship among brethren 
of like precious faith than politics. There would never be such 
deplorable rifts of fellowship such as we are witnessing were 
there not political kingdoms that must be maintained regardless 
of the cost in souls or suffering. 

(8) .—Note how ridiculous and utterly absurd it would be 
for fruitful and stately giants of forest and orchard to seek 
shelter under the shadow of a bramble. Yet, and a cardinal 
point that a discerning reader will note, the trees themselves 
(not God) gave destructive and arbitrary power to the bramble. 
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n«f^rL ermore j l * ^e ^ recs ever S0U Sht to withdraw themselves 
umril? 1 ? V nder shadow of the Bramble, even though they 
ami 6 slatel y an< * fruitful giants, fire came out from the Bramble 
h^ rt C0 I\ SUmed or devoured them. There is no earthly or 
nrJltn 'y a y * or a minister or a church to withdraw from the 
ilirnH P( jhtico-Episcopal system without being seriously in- 
in v 1 or w holely devoured. In recent years we nave witnessed 
i“;° T ° ° lan y CEDARS IN LEBANON DEVOURED BY FIRE 

tuaJ , CAME 0UT fr °M these political brambles 

tljc *J! AVE COMMANDEERED SEATS OF LORDSHIP IN 
THE PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT. 


.(9)-—And last — Note — God ordained the trees to be 
overeign, autonomous, independent individuals. Any alliances 
among them did not have God’s sanction, especially when such 
caused them to lose their individuality. ONLY BY 
?5L£! NING the,r INDIVIDUALITY COULD THEY RETAIN 
k E ? FR UITFULNESS. So it is with both ministers and 
churches. God ordained Sovereign churches. 


"A PERSONAL CONVICTION" 

Light, relative to the evils of politics, though coming 
slowly, has come steadily to the mind of this simple writer. 
Lven in my most rabid Pro-Political years, I would walk away 
from conferences, especially election conferences with a sick, 
heavy feeling down deep inside of me. The disturbed, troubled 
feeling that everything was not alright; That something vital, 
something basic was out of kelter; That things were just not 
what they seemed; That the Holy Ghost was grieved; That the 
church was being led into paths that in the end would spell her 
destruction. A few years ago I became fully convinced that for 
myself I could never cast another ballot in the open arena of a 
competitive democratic election where brethren were pitted 
against brethren. This decision also marked the beginning of 
an mtensiye campaign of study and research — in church his- 
tones, periodicals, encyclopedias, commentaries, the writings of 
the founders of the 20th Century Pentecostal Movement and 
always the Bible. Facts that I was able to accumulate in such 
overwhelming abundance revolutionized my thinking on the 
subjects of church government and politics in the Movement. 
I speak this positively but not boastfully, I harbor no fear 
whatsoever that what I have written in the past relative to 
church government, tithes, the Sovereign Local Church, or 
the present article on “POLITICS IN THE PENTECOSTAL 
MOVEMENT" can ever be successfully refuted. Certainly 
not from the standpoint of history or the scriptures. I have had 
my motives questioned, my mentality psycho-analyzed, my 


3 


character dissected; I have been vilified, criticized, ostracized 
and excommunicated, "BUT NOT ONE SINGLE SOLITARY 
EFFORT HAS BEEN PUT FORTH TO LOGICALLY AND SIN 
CERELY ANSWER THE FACTS I HAVE PRESENTED. 

Others share these same feelings. For example from 
the lips of one of the most Godly, spiritual men that I have ever 
known came this statement — "I have vowed t 0 God never to 
vote for or against another man as long as I live". 

Recently I was riding in the same automobile with the 
Pastor of one of the largest churches in the Pentecostal move¬ 
ment. A fine, clean, thoughtful, sober man. He had just re¬ 
turned from an election conference and apparently had wit- 
nessed a sickening display of politics. "As I sat there and ob¬ 
served , he stated in substance, "A feeling of revulsion sweDt 
over me. 1 vowed in my heart that I would never again vote in 
another election as long as I lived”. B 

A hoary-headed Patriarch, whose name is a house-hold 
word in Pentecost, just before his death related personally to 
this writer the advice and admonition he gave his son relative 
to the forsaking of a blessed and productive ministry for high 
political office. With clipped, precise tones he warned his son 
Democracy, Democracy, stay out, slay out”. 


"POLITICS — 

THE SACRED COW OF THE PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT". 

Politics has become the sacred cow of the Pentecostal 
Movement — Untouchable, uncensorable and altogether aloof 
to any type of criticism or reform. With the possible exception 
of certain of the laity, everybody is aware of its existence, yet 
nobody dares speak out and expose it. Like taxes and death 
and the weather most Pentecostal Ministers have resigned them¬ 
selves to live under its continued domination. The few who 
have dared raise their voices in opposition have been ruthlessly 
r systematically cut down. This is indeed a strange kettle 
of fish; Preachers will split hairs over holiness and strain at 
any gnat of doctrinal error, but will gulp down without question 
Die whole corrupting camel of religious politics. A spirit of 
fear and intimidation has so subjugated the mind and thinking 
of the Pentecostal Ministry that even good men will turn their 
heads the other way and justify Politics in the Movement as 
something that just has to be. 

Current philosophy runs somewhat as follows: "Criticize 
God if you will; Desecrate the flag and cast reflections on 
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motherhood, but don’t you dare even hint that anything could 
be wrong with the Establishment.” 

A gentle friend of kinder days stated to me in substance, 
“No one can put their finger on your life; Neither can they touch 
you on holiness or doctrine or ministerial ethics; I have told 
everyone that in all my years of knowing you, you have been a 
Christian and a gentleman in every way. Your only sin is that 
you dared question the Establishment”. 

I would remind this dear and precious brother whom I 
love in truth, that Jesus said, “Every tree that my heavenfy 
father hath not planted shall be rooted up". This "POLITICO- 
EPISCOPAL BRAMBLE" under whose shadow the Pentecostal 
Movement is seeking shelter is a strange, strange tree. I can 
nowhere find its likeness in the Bible. Neither can I find it’s 
counter-part in the first 100 years of New Testament Church 
history. I can find it later in history, and though it bears a 
different name, the fruits are the same. Jesus tells us that a 
tree can always be identified by it’s fruit. Methinks the fruit 
of this "POLITICO-EPISCOPAL" tree bears a striking resem¬ 
blance to the fruits of Babylon. 


"A COMPOSITE CREATURE" 

I would invite my readers to study carefully the dural 
terms — "POLITICO-EPISCOPAL" or "POLITICO-ECCLESIAS¬ 
TICAL". Technically this describes to a Tee the governmental 
system that has commandeered the Jesus Name Pentecostal 
Movement. Defined, it simply means a system of Religious 
Hierarchy or Pastors over Pastors, completely dominated by 
politics. A graduated or ascending series of rulers, governing 
a highly centralized group or body, and patterned after the 
Roman Catholic System. Whereas Catholicism has priests, 
bishops, arch-bishops, cardinals and Pope; The Pentecostal 
Movement has adopted Pastors, Presbyters, superintendents, 
assistant General Superintendents and General Superintendents. 

The stark facts of the matter is — the Jesus Name Pente¬ 
costal Movement in America has been bitten by the Babylonian 
serpent. In fleeing the lion of Trinitarianism and the bear of 
baptism in the titles, she leaned heavily on the walls of Metho¬ 
dism only to have the venom of Roman Episcopalianism injected 
in her blood- stream. 

The Council of Nicea in 325 A. D. marked a turning point 
of drastic consequence in the history of the early church. 
Tragically few Pentecostal people, including the ministry under- 
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stand fully its significance. Thev underctanH * *. ,, 

of the Trinity came into bcine at this fw 3 p d doctrine 

ferencc. They also understand that water Wr™ . Church con - 
of Jesus was changed to baptism in YvwTfn apt J? m m * he Name 
Holy Ghost. Recognizing fullv^hiln 1 ^? ? ^ Father > Son and 
the Lion and the Bear but traeiSlfv f^ 1 "^? 1 fa 'k Wy flee 

S^pent W HAT PENTECOSTAL WoP| i B Ct, ? 1 *i?J he Roman 
TO GRASP IS THAT UNtii imT-.* E ? P ^ CANNOT SEEM 
YEARS AFTER THE DEATH n^Tuc^^ TWO HUNORED 
TICO-EPISCOPAL RELir^n? F « T rfl E LAST APOSTLE? POL? 
TICED BY THE JESUS ma? ?c 25P A ^^ATI0N AS PRAC* 
TODAY WAS UNKNOWN NA The Councn C ?f S ^ L M °VEMENT 
tical purposes marked the ahinS f N i cea for aU P^- 
Local Church and the coming nf ! d S nt of the Sovereign 
Centralized system of church govern^ Politic °- E Piscopal or 
rehgions including Pentecostal * rom w ^ch most 

ancestry. Ladies and Gentlemln T^n raCe «u their g° ve ™mental 

facts, but I challenge you to do a ittl P I heS 7 re unpalatable 
be not true. * y 10 ao 3 Ilttle research and see if this 

form of Tvernment d whiUh *l r, l church “PX « borrow her 
The facu%4 Tt 00 obifouTthnW E P%PalHlerarchy? 

ognized the sovereignty of the Holt c !* urch r ®®' 

need such a svstem f. il0 J y G , host she *d not want nor 
that the early c y hur?h JLS£, a £i the Holy Ghost lifted 
government. J e sse Lvman Hnriht t ?» C ? al f ? rm of «bureh 
entitled, "THE STORY OF THE CHbWti a w r^iin^ Ji is work 
caUy sets forth the answer. Note Pg*M (Q?ote) IURCH gr8phi ' 

find that the analogy (likeness to be copied) of the Fmnpriai 
frSuf^ruuieut (Roman Government) furnished a plan naturally 
followed m the development of the church”. (Unquote) ^ 

Pentecosta^Movement Snewilf dLtoSo^S" nd'domt 
mant characteristics — "DEMOCRACY FUSED OR MARRiPn 
TO EPISCOPALIANISM". In fact religious organization in the 
Pentecostal movement is a combination of the two. And what 
an too few preachers realize or would ever dare admit is that 
both are Roman or Pagan in origin. Neither came from the 
New Testament. 

At the birth of the 20th century Pentecostal Movement 
practically the entire ministry rebelled against the thought of 
general organizational machinery of any type. 'THE HOLY 
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SET U S FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF DE- 
WCAie A J ,0NAL,$M ^ they contended, ''WHY STICK OUR 
DS BACK ,N THE NOOSE". But as the movement grew, 
nM?L Came se cond and third generations, and like Israel of 
Striifi to clamor for a king SO THAT THEY COULD 
5S E A FULL-FLEDGED DENOMINATION LIKE ALL THE 
r«i* ER ? EL| GIOUS GROUPS AROUND THEM. It was never 
^*oa s will for Israel to be numbered among the nations — but 
~J e was. It was never God’s will for the Jesus Name Pente¬ 
costal Movement to become a denomination — but she has. 
Name me one single thing from Educational institutions to in- 
urance policies that modern denominations have that the Pen¬ 
tecostal Movement does not have, including her Episcopal form 
of church government. 


When prominent leaders began to arise in these second 
ana third generations they began to cast about for some system 
°5 t 01 ™ of Ecclesiastical government. Somehow the Methodist 
church offered a convenient and readily available pattern to 
follow. A pattern that naturally appealed to the carnal or 
human sense of reasoning of' how a religious denomination 
should be run. Note here the weakness of human nature and 
how easy it is to slip back into the same old rut of tradition. 
Therefore the Episcopal system of Pastors over Pastors, highly 
centralized and exercising rigid control over both ministry as 
well as the local church is nothing but the Old Methodist System 
revised and renamed. 

What is the origin of Methodism? Note that for many 
years she bore the name "METHODIST-EPISCOPAL" Metho- 
dism is almost an exact copy or replica governmentally of the 
church of England. The Church of England is a break-away or 
off-shoot of the Roman Catholic Church. Surely intelligent, 
thoughtful people can see Babylon in disguise. For example, 
John Wesley did not like the word "BISHOP" so he substituted 
the word "SUPERINTENDENT". After Wesley’s death the 
Methodist Church revived the term "BISHOP". 

Religious Movements, especially when they forsake the 
scriptures, are like bowls of milk left uncovered in a refrigera¬ 
tor. They will absorb the flavors and odors of all the other 
foods around them. That is precisely what the Jesus Name 
Pentecostal Movement has done. True she adopted much of 
the Episcopal System of church government, but she Is also 
guilty of further innoveation. She set about to run her bor¬ 
rowed form of Government by Democracy—or—and let’s face it, 
"PLAIN, RAW, BRUTAL, RUTHLESS/CORRUPTIVE, POWER 
POLITICS". Episcopalianism is bad enough, but mix it with 
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politics and you have a "HYBRID-SYSTEM" whose dominant 
characteristic is corruption. Hence the reason for the 
of the term "POLITICO EPISCOPAL". It describes exacthf tf! 
form of organizational government that has commandeered fSf 
Jesus Name Pentecostal Movement. ^ 

.. . Where did our Movement borrow her politics? p,™ 

the American Republican form of Government she was h« m 
under. Note that the Pentecostal Movement did precteelv 
the eariy church did — "BORROWED MUCH FROM thp 
ULAR GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM SHE LIVED UNDER- Th^ 
is why one does not have to scrutinize the organizational c«*«.* ha * 
of the Pentecostal Movements too closely to clearly see 
characteristics of the "DEMOCRATIC DONKEY" and thf i g 
bering "ELEPHANT OF THE GRAND OLD PARTY- ™ 
why Pentecostal conventions many times have more of th* 
flavor and pageantry and promotional atmosphere of a National 
Political convention than they do of a New Testament Chu?ch 


'THE DEFILING SHADOW" 

It is indeed tragic but true that practically every phase 
and facet of Pentecostal work and worship has come under the 
corrupting shadow of Religious Politics. One minister stated 
that, "POLITICS HAS BECOME THE L. S. D. OF THE PENTE- 
COSTAL MOVEMENT". "Politics”, he stated, "Is of the Devil” 
Eliminate Politics and Political Kingdoms and most divisions 
in the Pentecostal Movement would heal automatically. Elimin¬ 
ate Politics and many problems burdening the church would 
vanish like mist before the morning sun. 

Politics has seriously and gravely weakened the ministry 
It has tarnished the name "PENTECOSTAL". It has seriously 
eroded truth and principle, convictions and doctrine, holiness, 
character, faith, spirituality, ministerial ethics and even Christian 
manhood. Its defiling shadow has fallen across the parsonage, 
the pew, the pulpit, the baptistry, the Sunday School, tithe boxes, 
offering plates, Bible Colleges, youth camps, camp meetings, 
fund raising drives, conferences, mission fields, friendships and 
fellowships of long standing. It has invaded the home and 
family and turned children against parents, brothers against 
brothers, fathers-in-law against sons-in-law, mothers-in-law 
against daughters-in-law. Yes, Ladies and Gentlemen, I repeat— 
"POLITICS HAS DONE THIS". Politics is bringing the curse 
of God on the Pentecostal Movement. 
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. show the reader what a house cards this j>oinir 

fer^gaUon ySt Note r . eally let “ S SUbjeCl “ to a Utllc sim P lc 


(1) .—Where in the Bible did God ever authorize any man 
or group of men to form a “Politico-Episcopal System and call it 
'THE CHURCH". A local congregation as part of the body of 
Christ has a scriptural right to call themselves "A CHURCH". 
But where can an Ecclesiastical System that has substituted 
politics for the spirit of God find such authority. 

(2) .—If such a Politico-Episcopal System can be and is 
'THE CHURCH" as its architects claim, then they are doubly 
responsible to see that everything corresponds exactly to the 
New Testament plan or pattern. Who then gave such a system 
the right or authority to substitute political and official offices 
and ministries for spiritual and scriptural offices and ministries. 
Apostles, prophets, evangelists, Pastors and teachers I can find 
in the Bible — "BUT WHENCE COMETH THIS ASCENDING 
SERIES OF RULERS OR RELIGIOUS HIERARCHY POLITI¬ 
CALLY ELEVATED TO SEATS OF LORDSHIP OVER THE 
BODY? Jesus I know and Paul I know but who are you? And 
what has happened to Apostles, prophets, evangelists, Pastors or 
Bishops and teachers? Where also may I ask are the gifts of 
the spirit? 

( 3 ) .—Gentlemen, let’s stand up like men and face the 
truth. I challenge you to render an answer. Where in God’s 
Bible can politics be found? How under God’s pretty blue 
heaven can politics in the church be justified morally, script- 
urally, spiritually or ethically? WHAT NEW TESTAMENT 
OFFICE OR POSITION WAS EVER FILLED BY THE POLITI¬ 
CAL METHOD OF POPULAR COMPETITIVE VOTE? Dear 
precious brethren, I await your answer — justify your system if • 
you can. If such a system was considered only a club or asso¬ 
ciation or even a ministerial fellowship, perhaps political 
methods could be justified. But you have subscribed to it the 
name, 'THE CHURCH". WE HAVE DOCUMENTED PROOF 
THAT MEN OCCUPYING SEATS OF LORDSHIP CLAIM SCRIP* 
TURAL PREROGATIVES AND DIVINE AUTHORITY. These 
men have even gone so far as to exercise the “God-Like Prerog¬ 
ative" of excommunication. 

Brethren let the shame and horror of this thing jii^jinto 
your minds and conscience and I do not believe/that, you vfilV 
ever desire to cast another ballot in an open competitive election 
as long as you live. Can you Imagine Peter writing Paul and \ 
saying, “Paul my hat is in the ring for chief Apost|e, htfjv Ud you \ 
think I will run over in your area”. Or can you ■injig|npy6hji j 
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be . uer Y atch tha rt t 

savinn ••Reckon u.o ,« , i-j * 0r Paul writing James and 

abou^Peter denvine thIVr! n ? a *K Catl - er i that little story around 
“Perhaps tint wouh? *i\ C ^° rd thc nig lt of thc calcification”. 
ps inal uou,d cut d «wn some of his support”. 

niifillty 1 men°o f° c nd d hf,I! St ' and degradingly absurd. These 
(political) nnd pipriim CW A° Po^^ios and conferences 

preached on nonni^ i 5 ’ , of h , ats in or slanted sermons 

of false smiles subjects to whip up enthusiasm; 

Joab embraces r ears ’ back-patting, Judas kisses, 

button-hoiino ly P. 0crdlca l handshakes, lobbying, flattery, 
moments , t0Urs » °* rumors launched at strategic 

nent Plea^p C hrfh° Wn i C la u racter and weaken a would-be oppo- 
all too manv l!!? hon ?^ t - You know and I know that 
using h.S «X» 1 ^2 n l . hol ? 1 ,n ?®ff lce toda y obtained their office 
tranfnireH m^n ta r llcs ’ ^ la -before the year is out this will have 
look with S y } imcs • Shame * shame, shame, how God must 

euiso nf pi!!fhi ,S u upon ? uch tlli ngs masquerading under the 
guise of Brotherhood and burdens for the work of God. 


T . . ^P os 4? s t received their offices as gifts from God. 
Tho- ?juy credentials was a mighty anointing of the Holy Ghost. 

neir identification or trade-mark were signs, wonders, and the 
manifestation of the spirit of God. Jockeying for position, wire- 

PrA and ad the °lker nefarious schemes of POLIT¬ 

ICO-EPISCOPAL" manipulation were utterly unknown to these 
men. Their gifts made room for them. They loved not their 
lives unto death. SHAME, SHAME, SHAME, that God’s latter 
day church has been commandeered by such a system and dom¬ 
inated by such a perverted spirit. 


(4).—My dear and precious brethren I love you in truth 
but I am not going to spare vou. Who gave any Politico-Epis¬ 
copal System the right TO LEVY A POLITICAL TAX and hound 
and harass and excommunicate and destroy the ministries of 
clean, Godly ministers of the Gospel because they fail to come 
through with the stipulated amount. The scriptures teach that 
the tithe belongs to the Priest-hood and free-will offerings are 
in perfect order — but from whence cometh this? We did not 
receive it from the Bible and neither from our founding fathers. 

Charles F. Parham, father of the modern Pentecostal 
hfovep&ent, stated and I quote, “We do not believe the Bible to 
teach, or that God ever intended Christians to be taxed for the 
suoport of salaried preachers, OR THE BUILDING OF ANY 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY WITH SOME SCHEMING CHARLATAN 
AT THE 1 HEAD OF IT. We believe that every Christian robs 
Gojl whan' hedoesnot give a tenth of his income to the full- 

V / 11/,* * 
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mtilfi’ P?d-called, consecrated ministry. The tenth was not 
hut n * * or indigent relatives or other benevolent purposes, 
(Unqut )^ G ^ es ^°°d> who had no other employment . 


the n dear a °d precious brethren answer me — “Where did 
finai!?’i , evcr Sive any man the authority to change God's 
the tlfk P an * or church; to invade the local church and take 
nn n« e .away from its lawful owner and put the man of God on 
mn!”? 11 ? Ura ^ salary. Brethren, God never authorized you to 
make lurelmgs out o£ the ministry. 


in ^ S0 ^ Gr . thoughtful Pastor recently stated to this writer 
praiH - "1 Use “ to support every financial drive and pro¬ 

to fiw down the line; but when they started using my money 
fl j y men thousands of miles away to prosecute and persecute 
thM ?? C0m 1 mun icate clean, Godly brethren whose only sin is 
«vcL lhe ^ dared question certain unscriptural practices in the 
imum! ~~ HAVE CUT MY G,V,NG T0 THE BAREST min- 


Something much more reprehensible is when such funds 
»(rt; US f t» hire attorneys on retainer basis to bring law-suits 

^ as ^ ors to evict them from their churches and force the 
1es to toe the line. Oh I know that clever politicians 
awJ d n ? ver so stupid as to do such a thing out openly. It is 
lways done indirectly or under cover. Unsuspecting laymem- 
JJff 3 are duped into doing the dirty work. But directly or in¬ 
directly it is still dirty business. As one man stated, “Just 
wunk, we pay our tithes into this system, and in turn this very 
money is used to fight and destroy us”. 


, , (5).—-My dear and precious brethren seeking shelter in the 
f^dow of the bramble, NAME ONE INSTANCE IN ALL RE- 
^lOUS HISTORY WHERE REVIVAL EVER STARTED WITH- 

cvcJefL C0NF,NES 0F SUCH POLITICO-ECCLESIASTICAL 

oTbTtMS. it cannot be done. But I can cite you many in¬ 
stances where Politico-Episcopal systems suppressed and de¬ 
stroyed revival. It is one of the irrevocable laws of the spirit 
that new wine cannot be put in old skins (Systems). 


For example, let us call the roll. There were John-the- 
Baptist, Jesus, the Apostles, Luther, Huss, Zwingli, Calvin, 
Wesley, Finny and you name them. Without exception they 
were forced to abandon the dry, dead, politically saturated 
systems of their day before revival could be kindled. And 
what of the modem 20th Century Pentecostal outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost? EVERY SINGLE ORGANIZED RELIGIOUS 
SYSTEM OR DENOMINATION ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH 
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WITHOUT EXCEPTION REJECTED THE HOLY GMncr „ 
TISM AND SOUGHT TO KEEP THEIR PEOPLE AWavcS AP ‘ 

IT. Mon who loved God more than tradition were f F ^ ^ 
come out and seek stables and store-fronts and hr..ck , ce o to 
preach God’s word. °rush-arbors to 

How blind 
Why will we 

her wallow or_ 0 .... . TVH1Il 

and bondage of Politico-Episcopal Ecclesiasticism 

(6).—My dear and precious brethren lfcion « 
most morally reprehensible aspect of .Relirioiii p?i«? The 
it has done and is doing to the spirit, is what 

Pentecostal Ministry. 6 0h, Pentecostal Preacher ti Cter of the 
name and security under the Political Bramble 'do nn? g . ?! ace - 

SM® U " tn,e - S «nVSV^ pe m n e 

denun** 1 Sft Ihey'^GodtMen"^^ «e 
stainless,bold,unafraid,uJullfedscom“gpriee^ta^'i^ 1655 ’ 
to neither man nor system, solely dependent nn 9 bll S ate d 
and material support. BUT A HORR?blf tIi?!!/?!? J or place 
ING Instead of finding strong feariefs HAPPE N- 

standing up clear-eyed and resolute hurling »h!° P k e i\ s °t God, 
into the teeth of Satan, we U finding in& ^lenge back 
Stereotyped, poured into a dfsmafco^m n m ^ 
scribed phrases and party-line cliches- Prv»Io!i n J ou . t ] lin g pre- 

menf'TeS 1 ^' aTyThoughi 

S pfa'y Se TemP ° riZing ' 

Place to go! After all theLTSnoufnc^n me-Nnhor ," 0 

s—Sn^l 1 mUSt iJ Se wi S dTm;°i n wo r u n id rn forfe°Um y yt 

surance, God m His mercy have pity on you little man. y 

i Vorirays only too vividly how politics and mrtv 

Phrilfi ha L er °i? ed ^ Ch T racter ’ cons cience, conviction and P even 
Christian Man-hood. I am not bitter in speaking this_God 

knows. My burden for the ministry of this movement con¬ 
strains me to say it: "BUT NEVER HAVE I BEHELD MORE 

treachery among men professing the love of 

wd . Never have I seen men more prone not only to betray 
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one another, but to betray and make merchandise out of the 
truth they pledged to God to defend with their lives. 


Men will acknowledge the truth of an issue; Vow that 
something must be done and done quickly; Pledge undying 
support and sympathy; Yet when the battle is actually joined 
they will cravcnly turn their heads and look the other way while 
brave fellow-soldiers are ruthlessly cut to pieces. Then the 
most wretchedly contemptible act of all, they will look down in 
casual indifference on the bloodied corpse of the victim and 
praise and justify the assassin. Ladies and Gentlemen I re¬ 
peat — POLITICS AND THE LOVE FOR POLITICAL SPOIL IS 
DOING THIS. It is not too difficult to understand why world¬ 
liness and spiritual deadness and decay are taking over the 
Pentecostal Movement. POLITICS HAS IN A GREAT MEA¬ 
SURE MUZZLED THE MINISTRY. 


The present "POLITICO-EPISCOPAL" system could not 
more produce an Elijah or a Paul or a John-The-Baptist than a 
blacksmith shop could produce an Arch-Angel. If such a pro¬ 
phet would come separate and apart from the present Politico- 
Episcopal system they would reject him. If he came inside the 
System and fully obeyed God they would kill him. Ladies and 

Gentlemen again I repeat- POLITICS HAS DONE THIS. 

God — what an indictment. 


(7) .—No other force in the Pentecostal Movement is more 
conducive to evil than Religious Politics. Instead of bringing 
out the best in human nature, it brings out the worst. It liter¬ 
ally generates covetousness, guile, hyprocrisy, double-dealing, 
betrayals, treachery, cheating, stealing, lying, smear campaigns, 
and character assassination. Politics causes otherwise good men 
to stoop to the level of beasts. One man high in the echelons 
of Religious Politics stated to this writer personally, "THIS IS 
A JUNGLE AND TO SURVIVE YOU MUST FIGHT LIKE YOU 
ARE IN A JUNGLE". Can you imagine anything more foreign 
to the love of God, the scriptural command to prefer and love 
your brother, or the sermon on the mount than such a philosophy 
for living. I refuse to prostitute my God-given ministry by de¬ 
scending to the level of beasts of prey. To live by the sword is 
but to die by the sword. I refuse to live by the jungle law of 
tooth and claw. 

(8) .—POLITICS BREED CANNIBALISM. The man who 

stated to this writer. "This is a jungle and you must fight like 
you are in a jungle”, could easily have added, “Yes and Canni¬ 
bals roam this jungle”. It is all too true that both churches 
and preachers must constantly fight to keep from being de¬ 
voured. But this should not come as a surprise. When politics 
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...i I* n religious system it invariably degenerates into a 

' doc affair. AND THE GRIMLY AMUSING THING IS 
VhAT MANY TIMES IT MASQUERADES UNDER THE GUISE 
OF SOUL WINNING. Churches cannibalize fellow churches; 
Preachers cannibalize the work of fellow-preachers, while the 
Politico-Episcopal System cannibalizes both preachers and 
churches. 

“We’re like cskimo sled dogs”, one man stated. “Let 
one stumble, or cut himself, or draw a little blood and get down 
and the whole pack falls upon him and tears him to pieces”. 
Seeking to keep a church congregation together in such a poli¬ 
tically saturated association is like trying to protect sheep in 
wolf country. Woe betide the weak, the sickly, the straggler, 
the disgruntled and even rebellious. They quickly fall prey to 
the cannibalistic quest of these "PSUEDO SOUL WINNERS”. 
It is amazing how quickly the scent of stragglers is picked up. 
Like vultures closing in on a dying carcass, they home in with 
unerring instinct. I have stood back in disgust and actually 
witnessed churches led by their Pastors virtually fight over the 
stragglers of a sister church. 

Somebody said, “We need our Politico-Episcopal System 
— it protects us”. Our dry answer, “Protection from what? 
And who is going to protect us from the Protectors”. The Metho¬ 
dists, Baptists, Catholics, Trinitarians, etc., pose very little dan¬ 
ger to the average Jesus Name Congregation. The greatest threat 
to the average congregation is the System itself. In the person of 
marauding fellow churches seeking to cannibalize its member¬ 
ship. Gentlemen, the wolves are not altogether on the out¬ 
side — they have gotten in the Coop. 

This is why I stand unequivocally against Local Church 
Affiliation. Churches like ministers, when once they put their 
trust in the shadow of the "POLITICAL-BRAMBLE” cannot 
withdraw, without being seriously wounded and perhaps even 
destroyed. There is no honorable way for a church or a preach¬ 
er to withdraw from the present Politico-Episcopal System. I 
know this will be denied, but the overwhelming majority of the 
ministry knows that it is so. For the minister—his reputation, 
ministry and even character will be attacked. For the local 
church — she must stand helplessly by and watch as her mem¬ 
bership is cannibalized. But such is the story of the Bramble. 
When once the trees consented to put their trust in its shadow, 
there was no way whatsoever that they could withdraw without 
fire coming out of the bramble and devouring them. As one 
preacher stated, “We’re like the Mafia; Anybody who seeks to 
leave the system must be destroyed”. Another preacher was 
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curtly warned, "Stay with u* and wa'll sea after you# leave us 
and we'll take after you". Ladies and Gentlemen, ''CANNIBALS 

(9).—THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF REFORM: Positive and 
worthwhile reform, within the confines of any Politico-Episcopal 
System is a hopeless impossibility, especially after it has reached 
a certain depth in it’s descent toward Totalitarianism. God is 
much more aware of this than wc. He has without exception 
abandoned every man-made Ecclesiastical System as they de¬ 
veloped and matured into such and sought out a new people en¬ 
tirely. God has persistently refused to work through establish¬ 
ed, Politico-Episcopal Systems of any kind. Are we so foolish 
as to believe that he would change his pattern for us. New wine 
cannot be put into Old Bottles (Systems). They cannot stand 
the life working in the New wine. To sew new cloth on old 
garments is but to make the rent worse. 


The early New Testament Church retained her revival 
as long as she recognized the Sovereignty of the Holy Ghost 
working through super-natural gifts and scriptural ministries. 
But when the early church rejected the five-fold ministries and 
permitted Episcopal Hierarchy to super-cede them, the Revival 
lifted. Politico-Episcopal Religious Systems have been the de¬ 
stroyers of every Revival God has sent the church throughout 
its 2000 years of history. Serious, sober-minded men are asking, 
“Why was the early church able to retain her revival almost 200 
years, while revival in the Pentecostal Movement is seriously 
waning after only 60 years”? The answer is quite simple: 
The 20th Century Pentecostal Movement adopted her Politico- 
Episcopal Systems of church Government almost immediately 
after Revival started — thus throttling the mighty manifesta¬ 
tions of spirit and power God really intended this latter-day 
Movement to have. And Brethren, all hopes for effective re¬ 
forms are but shattered dreams. 


This came as a rude shock to me. In my younger, starry- 
eyed, Pro-Political years, I thought reform would be a very 
simple matter. Present facts and truth and everybody would 
happily fall in line. BUT ONE DAY THE SCALES RUDELY 
FELL FROM MY TRUSTING EYES AND I REALIZED THAT 
REFORM IN A POLITICO-EPISCOPAL SYSTEM NEVER COMES 
FROM THE TOP; That Political Leadership was not interested in 
reform; That legislation presented by Political Leadership in¬ 
variably pertained to the consolidation of their present power; 
The tightening down of existing screws; The shoring im of anv 
existing loop-holes; The seeking of new power; Of making their 
positions more secure and their power and authority more towL 
Always the watch-word of Political Leadership is, BETTER 
COVER THAT WITH A RESOLUTION" 
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Along with countless other ministers, I clearly saw that 
if reform was ever to come it would of necessity have to come 
from the grass-roots; AND YET THE GRASS-ROOT PREACH¬ 
ERS WERE POWERLESS TO BRING REFORM. The tragic 
facts of the matter is that when certain of the grass-roots raise 
their voices in a call for reform, they are ruthlessly and system¬ 
atically crushed and the machine rolls relentlessly on. 

Positions, salaries, prestige, power, pride, politics, and 
apathy are built in safe-guards against reform. A type of 
ecclesiastical insulation that protects and guarantees the Status- 
quo. POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IS INTERESTED ONLY IN 
MAINTAINING THE STATUS-QUO. “Don’t rock the boat at 
this late hour”, they constantly warn. Like the High Priest the 
night of the crucification, “To accept the claims of Jesus would 
be to jeopardize both office and system”. Therefore truth 
must be crushed and the Messiah crucified. "POLITICS NEVER 
CHANGE". 


This is exactly the opposite of the spirit and nature of 
true scriptural, spiritual, God-ordained, New Testament Church 
Leadership. Had the Jesus Name Pentecostal Movement in the 
beginning sought and retained true New Testament Leadership 
lliSffA* 0 /. P olillcal Leadership, THEN SUCH LEADERSHIP 
^?y. L .9 ALWAYS BE OUT IN THE FOREFRONT AND WOULD 

SEJtl E . F,RST T0 $0UND TH E CALL FOR REFORM AND A 
^TURN TO THE OLD PATHS OF HOLINESS AND TRUTH 
R,TUAL,TY AND TRUE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
GOVERNMENT. But a great gulf (an unbridgeable gulf) exists 
between Scriptural Leadership and Political Leadership. Scrip¬ 
tural Leadership receives its mandate from God; Whereas 
Political Leadership receives it’s mandate from man. Scriptural 
Leadership recognizes the Sovereignty of the Holy Ghost; Politi¬ 
cal Leadership recognizes only the sovereignty of it’s man-made 
system. Scriptural Leadership is interested in building the 
Kingdom of God; Political Leadership is interested only in build¬ 
ing their political kingdom, to the exclusion of all who do not 
subscribe to their sectarian methods. Scriptural Leadership uni¬ 
fies the Body of Christ. Political Leadership in its obscessed 
ambition to build a Political Kingdom divides the body of Christ. 
Scriptural Leadership gets out ahead of the flock. It sounds 
a clear note and a certain sound. It says, “Follow me as I follow 
Christ”. Political Leadership must be forced into positions of 
reform. If the ax of reform bit too deeply, both their place and 
authority would be destroyed. YET (and preacher note this) 
IF EFFECTIVE REFORM EVER COMES TO A RELIGIOUS 
SYSTEM, IT MUST OF NECESSITY COME FROM THE TOP. 
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That is why any hope of reform in the present Politico-Episcopal 
System is but a shattered dream. 

"A BRIEF DIGEST" 

Ladies and Gentlemen I am rapidly running out of space. 
A volume remains yet to be written. Permit me to give a brief 
digest of only a few of the many pertinent points that yet needs 
covering. In conclusion I would like to present a remedy. 

(1) .—Politics breeds dictatorship. The only thing that 

has kept the United States back from Dictatorship are the checks 
and balances in her constitution and the Bill-of-Rights. The 
Pentecostal Movement has no bill of Rights. She has also abol¬ 
ished the greatest of all checks and balances-SOVEREIGN 

LOCAL CHURCHES. 

(2) .—Politics is fast destroying spiritual gifts and super¬ 
natural ministries because Politics cannot control them. Any¬ 
thing Politics cannot control she destroys. 

(3) .—Politics is destroying Holiness in the Pentecostal 
Movement. Political Kingdoms are maintained through com¬ 
promise. Therefore Politics will always seek the lowest com¬ 
mon denominator of morals, ethics and spirituality. 

(4) .—Scripturally the office of the Pastor is the highest 
office in the New Testament Church from an executive stand¬ 
point. Politics is making it the lowest by putting it at the 
bottom of an ascending series of rulers or Hierarchy. 

(5) .—The appetite of Politics is insatiable. It cannot be 
satisfied with either money or power. One man stated, “If I 
cooperated with every fund raising drive and assessment there 
would be 23 offerings a month going out of my church; and the 
end is not in sight. Each month (almost) marks the birth of 
some new and weird scheme to wring more money from already 
over-drained churches and Preachers. ONLY A FRACTION OF 

ACTUALLY GOES TO THE PREACHING OF 
THE GOSPEL. The machine must be fed. Podner thars gold 
in them thar driven. Political gold in the form of prestige, 
power, and political advancement. 

(6) .—There is no record of any office in the New Testa¬ 
ment church ever being filled by the political method of popular 
competitive vote. WHY OID PENTECOST BORROW THIS UN- 
SCRIPTURAL SYSTEM? If Pentecostal preachers love truth, 
why do they retain this system? 
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-o U ’ s own * ASK THE OFFICE HOLD- 

W £ S ? EJECTED AT THE LAST ELECTION CON- 
rER E NCE. If politics was of God it would not leave such men 

DISCARDED n> dc j ccted> hardened * scarred and in the end — 


i Revelation 22:17-19 solemnly warns against adding 
to or taking from the word of God. Grim and horrible penalties 
are attached to such presumptious acts. Yet Politics writes 
another Book of Rules or Faith" and holds it up along side the 
Bible and says, 'THE CHURCH SHALL BE RllN BY THESE 
TWO BOOKS". 


(9) * Politics, in its ruthless determination to manipulate 
and control both churches and ministry, causes many a preacher 
to miss God’s Divine Will for his life. You see Ladies and 
Gentlemen I’m still old-fashioned. I still believe the Holy Ghost 
is able to tell a preacher where to go. I still believe the Holy 
Ghost is able to tell him when to leave. Politics has tragically 
thrown God’s system all out of kelter. 

(10) .—Politics is the Bramble. In seeking Political office 
the Fig Tree would have lost it sweetness; The olive it’s fatness 
or fruitfulness; The Vine — it’s joy. THE BRAMBLE HAD 
EVERYTHING TO GAIN AND NOTHING TO LOSE. Churches 
and ministers who surrender their God-given Liberties to a 
Political system has everything to lose and nothing to gain. No 
preacher of Christ’s Gospel can engage in the depths of Religious 
Politics without losing the sweetness, the fatness and fruitful¬ 
ness, and the joy of an anointed ministry. Again I cite you the 
reasons why men become cold, hard, ruthless, driving, party 
men. 


(11) -—Politics and Political Office warps the character 
and personalities of good men, causing a complete change in 
thinking, personality and actions. Politics blinds, hardens, and 
makes otherwise good men usurp power and like Uzzah of old, 
touch the sacred things of God they have no business touching 
and commit the sin of presumption. 

(12) —Politics, if not checked, could very well render a 
great portion of the Jesus Name Pentecostal Movement unfit for 
the Rapture. A little leaven, leaveneth the whole lump. 

(13) .—Religious Politics uses the weapons of Monopoly 
and Boycott as effectively and ruthlessly as any Labor Union or 
Business Corporation in the country. In doing this they show 
an utter disregard for the Body of Christ, demonstrating again 
that the main interest of politics is not building the Kingdom of 
God but building a Political Kingdom. 
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(14).—Politics has betrayed us. Politics has become the 
most heartless, cruel and ruthless force besetting the Jesus 
Name Pentecostal Movement. One young preacher stated bit¬ 
terly to this writer, "I can get a fairer snake from the world 
than I can from my own brethren". An attorney of Law with a 
Pentecostal background after having been exposed to politics 
in the movement stated, “I find more ethics and honor displayed 
among my professional colleagues than I do among these men 
professing to be Christians”. 


"PERMIT ME TO OFFER A REMEDY" 

(1) .—Utterly renounce Politics and Political methods in 
the Movement. If cooperative effort is needed and desirable 
and officers must be chosen, LET THEM BE CHOSEN BY A 
METHOD SIMILIAR TO THE CASTING OF LOTS. With one 
stroke all the evils of Politics can be eliminated from the Jesus 
Name Pentecostal Movement. 

(2) .—Cease to be a Denomination. Take the name 
"CHURCH" off the name of the Organization. If organizational 
effort is desirable let it be in the form of an association or a 
Fellowship among ministers only. 

(3) .—Declare all churches Sovereign, Autonomous bodies 
governed only under the headship of their Pastor or Bishop. 
Renounce church affiliation. 


(4) .—Break down every man-made wall or barrier among 
brethren of like precious faith. God did not erect these bar¬ 
riers — man erected them contrary to God's Divine will. 

(5) .—Renounce Episcopal Heirarchy and all its corres¬ 
ponding evils. Eliminate the graduated system or ascending 
series of offices and seek for an "EQUAL BROTHERHOOD 
AMONG THE MINISTRY". 


(6).—Let the Lay-Preacher, and official alike, pledge to 
himself and to God that he will never again cast another ballot 
in the open arena of a Political election where brethren are pit¬ 
ted against brethren. 


(7).—Let the many good and conscientious men who 
happen to be holding Political Office remember that their office 
is unscriptural. Let them abandon these offices be/orp they 
lose the sweetness and fruitfulness and joy of an attainted failhr 
istry. Brethren if you are not careful, FIRE WILL* BEGIN TO 
GO OUT FROM YOU and someday you will awaken,and,realize, 
that you helped devour or destroy many a Cedar of Lebanon. x 
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